
Admissions criteria for entry September 2021 

 

Respective Functions of the Board of Governors and the Principal in relation to admissions.  
The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria and delegates to an Admissions Sub-Committee, which includes the                  
Principal, the responsibility for applying these criteria. Any reference herein to the term the Board of Governors includes any                   
Sub-Committee appointed by the Board of Governors for the purposes of applying the admissions criteria. 
 

Admissions Criteria 
A timetable of pre-school admissions procedures setting out the dates by which an application is to be submitted is available                    
at www.eani.org.uk/admissions under ‘Pre-School Admissions’. During the admissions procedure when applying the criteria             
punctual applications will be considered before late applications are considered.   
 
The application procedure opens on 7 January 2021 at 12noon (GMT) and an application submitted by the closing date of 29                     
January 2021 at 12noon (GMT) will be treated as a punctual application. An application received after 12noon (GMT) on 29                    
January 2021 will be treated as a late application. 
 
As the pre-school admissions procedure is in two stages the timetable also specifies the relevant dates at Stage 2 which will                     
determine if an application is to be considered as punctual or late. 
 
The fundamental criterion is the maintenance of a reasonable balance between Catholics and Protestants as determined by                 
the Board of Governors. In reaching the number to be admitted in each year from each section of the community the Board                      
of Governors will take account of the Statement of Principles set out by the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated                   
Education. For Portadown Integrated Nursery School this will mean that we aspire to accept an intake of 35% Protestant,                   
35% Catholic and 30% from all other religious groups, those of no religion and children of parents from a mixed relationship                     
or marriage.  
 
To fulfil our admissions criteria it is the responsibility of all parents/guardians to provide information regarding their child’s                  
perceived community background. 
 
The religious affiliation/community background (Protestant, Catholic or Other/None) of a pupil will be determined by one of                 

the following methods: 

a) For parents/guardians applying for a place via the Education Authority’s online application you will be prompted to                 
and must select your child’s religious affiliation when completing the online form. You must also complete Portadown                 
Integrated Nursery Information Form; 

or 
b) For parents/guardians applying using a paper application you must also complete our school Portadown Integrated               

Information Form which can be obtained from our school office. Your Portadown Integrated Information Form must                
be sent/given directly to our school by 12noon (GMT) on 29 January 2021. 

 

or 
c) If the parents/guardians do not supply this information then the child’s application will be considered with those from                  

the majority category of that year’s applicants. 
 
Statutory Criteria 
1 Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances born between 2 July 2017 and 1 July 2018 (both dates inclusive)                 

and for whom Portadown Integrated Nursery Unit is the nursery nearest to the child’s home. 
 
Note: Children from ‘socially disadvantaged circumstances’ means a child whose parent is in receipt of (i) Income Support,                  
or (ii) Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or (iii) an award of Income Support which has been converted into an                  
Employment and Support Allowance and the level of benefit remains the same, or (iv) Universal Credit. When parents                  
apply for places for their child on this basis they must provide Benefit Verification to confirm that they are in receipt of a                       
qualifying payment. This should be provided to the Pre-School of first preference and the application procedure for                 
Pre-School will outline how this can be submitted. 
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2 Other children from socially disadvantaged circumstances born between 2 July 2017 and 1 July 2018 (both dates                 

inclusive). 
 
3 Children born between 2 July 2017 and 1 July 2018 (both dates inclusive). 
 
Admissions Sub-Criteria 
In the event of oversubscription occurring within any of the criteria the following sub-criteria will be applied by the                   
Admissions Committee in the indicated order to identify which children are to be admitted:- 
 
i. Looked after children (LAC), defined by the Children NI Order 1995 as children who are in the care of a Trust or who                       

are provided with accommodation by the Trust. 

ii. Children whose brothers or sisters, half-brothers/half-sisters will be in attendance in Portadown Integrated Primary              
School in September 2021; 

iii. Children of parents/guardians who have selected Portadown Integrated Nursery as their first choice provider; 

iv. Children who are the eldest in their family; 

v. Children who the Board of Governors considers have special circumstances. Evidence of how special circumstances               
have impacted on the decision to apply for a place at Portadown Integrated Nursery must be provided at the time of                     
application. Further evidence of special circumstances may be requested by the Board of Governors in situations                
where clarification is necessary:- 

 

Special circumstances which in this case will mean:- 

a. A child whose parent/parents are deceased; 
b. A child whose parent has a serious long-term illness; 
c. Children who have had to move location for security reasons. 
 

Priority will be given to (a) then (b) then (c). 

In the event of over-subscription in the last criterion which can be applied then selection for all places remaining in this                     
category will be on the basis of initial letter of the surname, in the order set out below: 
 

K   S  M  Z   N   G  A   Q   Mc  R   Y   T   O  D   J   E   B   V  Mac  F   H   P   I   L  W   C      U  X  
 

The school will apply sub criteria to each group (Protestant, Catholic, Other) in order to achieve reasonable balance. 
 
In the event that there are insufficient applications from any group, additional places will be considered with those of the                    
majority category of that year’s applicants. 
 
Children born between 2 July 2018 and 1 July 2019 
Where places are still available children in the above age group will be admitted. After the maintenance of a reasonable                    
balance of the traditions has been established the sole criterion will be chronological age starting with the oldest. 
 

Where two or more children have the same date of birth (except twins or other multiple births) final selection will be on the                       
basis of alphabetical order of surname. If two or more children have the same surname the alphabetical order of the first                     
forename will be used and if required thereafter subsequent forenames. 
 
Duty to Verify 
The Board of Governors reserves the right to require supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify                   
information on any application form. 
 

The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide information within the deadlines set by pre-schools                   
can result in the withdrawal of a place and the inability to offer a place on the part of any pre-school nominated on the                        
applicant’s application form. 
 
Waiting List Policy 
Should a vacancy arise after 9 June 2021 all applications for admission to the nursery that were initially refused, new                    
applications, late applications and applications where new information has been provided will be treated equally and the                 
published criteria applied.  This waiting list will be in place until the end of the academic year. 
 

The school will contact you in writing if your child gets a place in the school by this method. 
 

Your child’s name will automatically be added to the list. Please contact the school if you wish your child’s name to be                      
removed from the list. 
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