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A warm welcome from everyone at Portadown Integrated Primary School

Dear Parents,

Welcome to Portadown Integrated Primary School.
I hope that this prospectus provides you with a sense of the wonderful
caring community that exists at our school. Portadown Integrated
School is regarded highly within the local and wider community
and has a very strong reputation for providing high quality learning
experiences in a stimulating, fun and safe environment.
Our commitment to recognising the individuality and uniqueness
of each child has enabled us to achieve this strong reputation.
Teaching and support staff are passionate about ensuring that each
child reaches their full potential at every stage of their primary
education.
Our school received recognition of its very effective provision
when it was inspected by the Education and Training Inspectorate
and was found to be demonstrating a high capacity for sustained
improvements in the interest of all learners. It has also awarded the
Excellence in Integrated Education Award and is one of only a few
schools to have been awarded the Gold Rights Respecting School
Award by UNICEF. I encourage you to read the comments made by
the assessors following their visits.
Mutual respect and inclusion are at the heart of our integrated
ethos and permeate all aspects of school life. We ensure that the
culture, religion, beliefs and aspirations of each family are supported
and enriched. Our ‘Excellence in Integrated Education’ award report
states ‘The whole school and the whole school community oozes
integration in action.’ ‘The pupils met were very open and friendly
demonstrating the welcoming ethos which is central to all aspects
of this happy school.’
We look forward to welcoming you to Portadown Integrated
Primary School.

Our School Motto is:

Be happy and
follow the rights
respecting charter.
Be yourself, because
you are special.
Belong and be
welcome

Yours sincerely.
Feargal Magee
Principal

Portadown Integrated visibly improves the community it is embedded within.
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History and context
of Portadown
Integrated Nursery
and School
In 1990 a group of Protestant and Catholic parents successfully
opened Portadown Integrated Nursery and Primary School,
the 12th Integrated school in Northern Ireland. They wanted
access to and the choice of an integrated educational
experience for their children in the Portadown, Craigavon
and wider area.
Their vision was inspired by the belief that Catholic and
Protestant and those of all faiths, cultures and backgrounds
should have the opportunity of being educated together on
the basis of equality, mutual respect and understanding in
preparation of a life ahead.
The school officially opened on the 3rd of September 1990
with 20 Nursery and 22 Primary pupils in the grounds of
Portadown Rugby club before moving to its current location
on the Kernan Road.
Success and demand for Integrated places have ensured the
school’s growth. There are now 52 Nursery children and 391
primary children attending the school.
In the near future the school will move to a high quality,
modern building that will be designed to meet the educational
needs of the children for many years to come. This new state
of the art school building, situated on a nearby site will have
the capacity to educate 406 children from all parts of our
community.
In this its 29th anniversary year Portadown Integrated isn’t
only celebrating the great achievements of the past, it is
looking forward to continued excellence and service to the
community.
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Portadown Integrated has students who thrive
together and support one another
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Excellence in Integrated Education Award
Portadown Integrated School has a unique community ethos,
personality and defining characteristics. The school has an
open and proactive approach towards Integration and a rights
respecting ethos at the heart of all of its work. Its ethos is rich
and rewarding and is highly regarded within and beyond the
community that it supports and is supported by.
Much has been said about the role that schools have in
developing the values of young children and about bringing
communities together. Portadown Integrated provides an
excellent example of what can be achieved in what is termed
as our divided society. There is a great desire from many local
people to work together, support and build a future of trust,
tolerance and understanding.
‘Portadown Integrated Primary School has
created a dynamic environment wherein
children can learn together to celebrate
both their shared humanity and their
religious and cultural differences. It is an
excellent example of good practice in
integrated education which is provided by
a hard working principal and staff team, well supported by the
parents and a committed Board of Governors.’

Portadown Integrated produces pupils that read
and write because they want to.
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New School
Building
In the near future Portadown Integrated Nursery and Primary
School will receive a new state of the art school building. The
new school will be built on a site near the current location
and will provide excellent facilitates and learning spaces for
the school community for many years.
The school will have excellent parking facilities and will be
accessed through an effective road network and will link
directly with the current and new pedestrian and cycle paths.

not actual design

Portadown Integrated speaks the language of
children, families and the community it serves.
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Welcome to Portadown
Integrated Primary
School
Our school is all about happy, hard working children
having fun trying to reach their own personal best
achievements in all areas of the school life.
Inspection report and Feedback
Following our most recent School Inspection, December 2017, ETI
commented:
The teachers’ duties and responsibilities include a wide array of
strategic opportunities to share planning, classroom practice,
monitoring, analysis of outcomes and evaluations.
As a
consequence, the staff have an in-depth knowledge of, and apply,
a wide range of effective practice for the children’s learning
preferences and needs.
• There is a skilled collegial approach by staff to plan, share
and develop a broad range of progressive strategies for mental
mathematics throughout the school, facilitated by effective staff
development, trusted colleague networks and the dissemination
of relevant data. By year 7, the children use mathematical
language confidently, apply their learning of mental mathematical
strategies in a variety of contexts, and share strategies with each
other.
We had an extremely successful School Inspection on the 4th and
5th of December 2017. The Sustaining Improvement Inspection
focused on the following areas:
• The Nursery and Foundation Stage (Foundation Stage is
Primary 1 and 2)
• Maths across the school
• Special Educational Needs
• Safeguarding
Please see below some of the comments made by the Inspectors.
Nursery and Foundation Stage
The leadership team have reviewed the staff duties and
responsibilities to include a wide range of planned opportunities
to share planning, classroom practice, monitoring and analysis
of outcomes and evaluations particularly between Nursery and
Foundation. As a consequence, the staff have in-depth knowledge
and a wide range of effective practice for the children’s preferred
learning needs.
To raise standards in the teaching and learning of Mental Maths and
to improve outcomes for children, there is a skilled collaborative
approach to plan, share, develop a broad range of progressive

Portadown Integrated seeks to
grow great staff who seek to help
every child reach their potential.
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mental maths strategies facilitated by School Development Days,
Trusted Colleague Network (TCN) and dissemination of data. By
year 7, the children use mathematical language confidently, apply
it in maths and mental math settings and share strategies with
one another.
Leadership
• There is an effective model of shared leadership.
• Staff demonstrate a skilled collegiate approach to the sharing
of expertise.
• Coordinators effectively lead staff meetings, monitor
interventions and the impact for the children. It was refreshing
to see such well-informed coordinators through high quality
distributed leadership.
• There is a synergy between staff who share, plan, analyse data
and generate ideas for effective practice.
• The fabulous practice for Special Educational Needs and
Additional Support seen at the last inspection was further
confirmed.
• There is in-depth knowledge of the children and understanding
of their outcomes. There are a great range of strategies and
interventions to support children with additional needs. In
particular, the Maths Catch Up intervention was praised.
• There are high standards in the areas observed with ‘super
practice’. The children are clearly benefiting from this.
Pupils
• The children are very content and are clearly enjoying their
learning.
• The children demonstrate a love for learning.
• They eloquently describe their leadership roles.
• They report that their school is a fun and a friendly place.
• They value the Integrated and Rights Respecting Ethos.
• There are standards of learning and teaching – super practice.
Safeguarding.
Safeguarding reflects the DENI guidance. All aspects are up to
date. This further affirms the ‘Outstanding Pastoral Care’ report
comment made at the previous inspection in 2014.

Portadown Integrated values
parents and staff as agents of a
child’s success.
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In Conclusion
The Inspectors commented that there were 90 additional
children from the last Inspection and standards had continued to
improve. They commented that this was significant. The school
demonstrates a high capacity for sustained self-improvement.
The Inspectors reported that this is the highest accolade they
could give to the school. There were no areas for development.
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Information
Primary 1-3

Primary 4-7

School Gates open-pupils
supervised in playground

8.30am

8.30am

Class begins

8.50am

9.00am

Break

10.30-10.45am

10.45-11.00am

Lunch

12.15-1.00pm

12.45-1.30pm

Class ends

1.50pm

3.00pm

Afterschool Activities

1.50-2.50pm

3.00-4.00pm

After School Care Service

1.50-5.00pm

3.00-5.00pm

Break and Dinner time
The school gives very good attention to promoting healthy
eating thereby encouraging the children to adopt healthy
lifestyles. We operate a very well supported Healthy Break
Policy which provides the children with a wide range of healthy
options to enjoy mid morning.
At lunchtime children may take a school meal or bring a packed
lunch from home. School meals, are provided by The Education
Authority, however, when the new school is completed we will
prepare our own meals on site. Menus are reviewed on a regular
basis to ensure that the children are provided with healthy and
enjpyable options that they really enjoy.

Portadown Integrated is full of joy,
curiosity, hope, knowledge and
constant change.
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The Curriculum

Language & Literacy
Language and Literacy at Portadown Integrated focus on
developing each child’s ability to use both spoken and written
language as part of all learning activities. Language is used
to give the children the ability to communicate, to share and
express feelings and to develop thoughts and ideas.
Education and Training Inspectorate stated that:
“Clear priority is given to developing the children’s skills
in talking and listening, reading and writing. There is an
effective reading culture wherein reading is well promoted
and valued. “
At Portadown Integrated, mathematics and numeracy are
taught using a wide range of concepts and approaches
to give children experience in both the development of
mathematical techniques and an understanding of how
these techniques apply in real life situations.
In foundation stage, children are able to gain an understanding
of mathematical concepts such as sorting, matching,
comparing and pattern making. Mathematical language is
taught to help the children discuss their work.
In Key Stages 1 and 2, children are encouraged to engage with
mathematics through activities such as play, investigation,
drafting, reading and asking questions. Real life tasks are
used to allow the children to understand mathematics in
context and show them how it can affect real life decision
making.
Mathematics & Numeracy
“The school’s mathematics curriculum provides for balanced
coverage and very good progression across the processes
in mathematics, number, measures, shape and space and
handling data”. ETI, 2014

Portadown Integrated feels good to
learn in and teach in.
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The Arts
At Portadown Integrated, the Arts Programme covers a
range of learning topics, providing a rich opportunity for
children to develop creativity, express feelings and interpret
their environment through pictures, sound, drama and dance.
Planned activities are used to help develop confidence, as
well as to work on motor skills, confidence and self-esteem.
Children’s creative, expressive and physical development
is closely linked with all aspects of their learning. Children
are given opportunities to explore and share their thoughts,
ideas and feelings through a variety of: art and design, music,
movement, dance, dramatic and role-play activities.
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Religious Education
At Portadown Integrated children
of all faiths and none are given the
opportunity to grow in and affirm
their own Religion. We follow a
syllabus provided by the Education
Authority and supplement it further
by providing the children with
the opportunities to learn about
religious beliefs, practices and
values of the major world religions. At PIPS the children develop
a positive sense of themselves and their Religion, along with a
respect for the beliefs and values of others.
Children at Portadown Integrated Primary School represent
Christian, other faiths and none. Our teaching recognises this by
fostering attitudes of respect and tolerance. Portadown Integrated
follows the core Religious Education Programme agreed by the
four main Christian Churches in Northern Ireland.
The children develop a positive sense of themselves and are
given the opportunity to affirm their own beliefs and develop
understanding and respect for the beliefs and faith of others.
Our Friday assembly is regularly taken by clergy or lay ministers
from the local churches. The children also take great interest in
learning about major world traditions and faiths.
Our Roman Catholic children, whose parents wish them to be, are
prepared for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Communion
and Confirmation by experienced teachers.
The teaching of Religion provides children with the opportunities
to learn about, discuss, evaluate and learn about each others
religious beliefs, practices and values. Through Religious
Education young people are able to develop a positive sense of
themselves and their beliefs, along with a respect for the beliefs
and values of others.
The World Around Us
This area of the curriculum looks at the subjects of Geography,
History, Science and Technology. Children are given the
opportunity to use their senses to develop their powers of
understanding and to enable them to investigate the world
around them through structured classes and projects. Learning
experiences will encourage children to plan, experiment, compare,
classify and discuss their work. We are proud to be holders of
the ECO School Green Flay Award. Work in this area is used to
support the children’s learning in the World Around Us area.
Children are naturally curious and often ask profound questions
about themselves and The World Around Us. This Area of Learning
helps pupils to explore and find age-appropriate answers to
some of these big questions from the perspectives of Geography,
History, and Science and Technology.
Children will have opportunities to explore and use their senses
in order to develop their powers of observation, to be able to sort
and classify, explore, predict, experiment, compare, plan, carry
out and review their work.

Portadown Integrated helps
children to understand their unique
value and potential.
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Personal Development and Mutual Understanding
Pupils are supported to develop their self-esteem and confidence, to form
relationships with their peers and adults. The principles of tolerance, respect
and open mindedness are taught, both in relation to their own community
and to the world around them. Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding focuses on encouraging each child to become personally,
emotionally and socially effective, to lead healthy, safe and fulfilled lives
and to become confident, independent and responsible citizens, making
informed and responsible choices and decisions throughout their lives.
Additional Support/Special Needs Provision
“The children who have difficulty with literacy or numeracy are supported
very effectively through skilled, specialist teaching in small withdrawal
groups and in their classrooms; as a result, all of the children make very
good progress and become more confident in their learning.” ETI October
2014
The individual needs of all children will normally be catered for within the
classroom situation by the class teacher. On occasions, however, children
may require extra support with one or a number of areas. This may be a
difficulty in general or in one particular area of the curriculum. When such
a situation arises the teacher responsible for Additional Support will advise
and support the class teacher by providing a thorough programme of work,
to help lead a child through his or her difficulties. Sometimes this may be a
short-term measure. If necessary we will seek support from the Education
Authority and/or other external agencies to provide help for children with
more complex needs. If you have any concerns, questions or information
relating to your child and the need for additional please do not hesitate to
ask us.
Learning Support (Special Educational Needs) at Portadown Integrated
Primary School believes in early intervention being the key to supporting
children. If we believe a child is experiencing learning difficulties or
problems of any description, we will consult with parents at the earliest
opportunity. We discuss ways of supporting a child both in school and at
home. Individual support programmes are devised to help the child. There
may be times when we need to involve people from outside the school (e.g.
Educational Psychologist or Speech Therapist). Parents are always fully
informed, consulted and involved in the process. In line with our policy of
early intervention, we use a wide range of strategies to support children
who experience learning difficulties to any stage of their primary school
life, these include:

Portadown Integrated never gives
up on a pupil.
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Physical Education
Through physical education children are given experience of a variety of
physical activities including gymnastics, dance and games. In addition to
the Northern Ireland PE curriculum, we presently offer after-school clubs
for tennis, football, Adventure Time, Healthy Kids and Drama and Dance’.
The children, also, have regular Gaelic football lessons as well as support
from the local rugby and cricket clubs.
We believe strongly in the importance of providing the children with
opportunities to exercise and be healthy. All children at the school regularly
take part in Golden Mile running activities. We believe that the increased
levels of physical activity have had a positive impact on the lives of our
children, not only on their fitness but their mental well-being and confidence.
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Assessment
Assessment of children’s work is an integral part of our school
curriculum and is used to:
1.
2.

Establish each child’s level of achievement
Assist the teacher to plan and meet the needs of 		
each individual child

Assessment in the Foundation Stage
Assessment in Primary 1 and Primary 2 is mainly observation
based. Adult observations are carried out with the children
in an unobtrusive way and inform future planning. Children
are made aware of their progress by receiving positive
feedback and work together with their teacher to suggest
ways to improve. Teachers assess pupils’ cross curricular
skills, thinking skills and personal capabilities, levels of
concentration and involvement and emotional development.

Assessment from Primary 3 – Primary 7
Assessment at Portadown Integrated happens on a daily
basis. Teachers plan meticulously to meet the needs of all
children and evaluate their learning each week, setting new
targets for further development. More formal assessments
take place during the year using the GL Progress Test Maths,
Progress Test English, Group Reading Test, Single Word
Spelling Test and Cognitive Abilities Test (NRIT). Test results
are digitally analysed at individual, class and whole school
level.
How will I know how my child is doing?
•
•
•
•

Parent, Teacher consultations are held in October and
February.
Pupil Portfoilos are sent home five times each year.
An annual written report/pupil profile is issued in June.
A summative Record of Achievement is issued in 		
Primary 7 detailing a child’s achievements, 			
both academic and non academic, while at Primary 		
school.

Portadown Integrated celebrates
the uniqueness and individuality of
every child.
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Homework

We believe that work at home is an important element in
a child’s education and important means of strengthening
partnership with parents. Homework provides a parent with
the opportunity to understand and celebrate their child’s
progress and learning. It is set throughout the school and
can take a number of practical and more traditional forms.
The purposes of setting homework are:
•

To promote the partnership between home and 		
school.

•

To encourage children to develop independent 		
learning, creativity and initiative.

•

To extend the learning environment beyond the 		
classroom.

Talking to your child about what he/she has been learning and
doing will help you to extend their experience and will also
enable you to follow their progress and understanding. You
may then be able to share books or take them somewhere
that extends the learning, with the added advantage of
involving the whole family. For older children the homework
becomes a little more formal, and they will have a homework
diary in which to write the tasks they have been set. Reading
or sharing books with others is part of the homework for
each child each week.

ICT

Children are growing up in a digital age and ICT skills are
essential for them to succeed. Each classroom has an
interactive whiteboard and school has a set of iPads which
each class use to enhance the pupils’ learning.
We have a well-resourced computer suite, where children
from P1 to P7 have the opportunity to develop their ICT skills.
Some P7 pupils act as Digital Leaders and this is of benefit
to each class as well as developing skills of leadership and
digital competency for the children.

Portadown Integrated sees the
future of learning and merges it
with the potential of the present.
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ICT skills are taught as a discrete subject and as a means
of supporting other areas of the curriculum. The children
are encouraged to communicate ideas and information in a
variety of forms, where appropriate, using equipment and
computer software to enhance their learning.
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Parents and the School
At Portadown Integrated we believe firmly in the
partnership between home and school. We believe your
child’s education is a shared responsibility and we try
hard to involve you as much as possible, by keeping you
informed about your child’s progress and making you
feel welcome in the school. If you have a child in one
of the younger classes you may have regular, informal
contact with the teacher at the beginning and end of the
school day. Teachers can be available after school to see
parents and discuss their children’s progress. Parents are
encouraged to make an appointment with the class teacher
if they have something you would like to discuss. We feel
strongly that even the smallest worries should not be left
unresolved, as these may upset the child.

In addition to two Parent/Teacher meetings per year,
parents are also invited in to school regularly, for
consultation and information evenings, special assemblies
and services, productions and many other events.
We also welcome parental help in school time for such
things as educational visits, extra curricular activities,
transport to sporting events, assisting children with events
and various initiatives. Please let us know of any special
interests, skills or contacts that you would like to share.

“The parents have established a supportive parent-teacher
association which raises funds for the school and there
is also parental representation on the school teams for
e-safety, eco and rights respecting work. The school reports
that they use newsletters, the website, texting and email.”
ETI, 2014

Portadown Integrated supports the
needs of every child. Portadown
Integrated supports the needs of
every child.
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Clubs, Extra curricular
activity, Extended school
Children may take a school meal or bring a packed lunch.
Meals are provided by the Education Authority. Menus are
reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that the children are
provided with healthy options, variety and value for money.
The school has established several after school activities to
meet the requests of parents for activity based childcare.
The activities provided through the deployment of the
staff are effectively extending the children’s learning
opportunities. ETI, 2014
At Portadown Integrated we provide a wide range of varied
and challenging after school and extended school activities.
These include:P2, P3			
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

P4, P5, P6, P7

Dodgeball		
Healthy Kids		
Choir
Drama		
Drama & Dance
Peer Mediation
Soccer		Soccer			Piano
Games		
Gaelic football		
Rugby
French		Tennis			Hockey
Sports Club		
Dodgeball		
French
Wee Wonders				

A full programme for all extra curricular activities is
communicated to children and parents at the start of each
term. The range of extra curricular activity is reviewed
regularly to ensure good access for as many children as
possible.

Portadown Integrated is
a listening school.
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The health, safety and well-being of all the children in our care
are of the utmost importance. To this end we have a range of
policies, systems and procedures in place which all members
of the teaching and non-teaching staff follow. They cover such
things as lunchtime supervision, evacuation in the event of an
emergency, medical care, out of school activities, the use of
safety equipment and so on.
Positive Behaviour and our Anti-Bullying Policy
“The children have pride in their school and their behaviour is
exemplary.” ETI
At Portadown Integrated School we aim to foster positive
relationships between every member of the school community,
believing that respect and consideration should be shown at all
times to others and that children should learn to live together
in a larger social unit. The emphasis is on encouraging positive
behaviour, reflecting the ethos of our school.
The school policy document on positive behaviour and antibullying is available on request. This includes the school’s way
of dealing with bullying and the use of ‘circle time’ in classrooms
to develop personal and social education.

Pastoral Care
Portadown Integrated School provides a supportive and friendly
environment which creates just the right balance between
nurture and independence. The relationship between teacher
and child is at the heart of our Integrated Primary School’s
approach to Pastoral Care. We provide a safe, warm and caring
environment for the children. Each staff member is committed
to determining and attending to the needs of children in his/
her care.
Portadown Integrated is a happy school and we do our best to
make school a good experience for all children who attend.
We believe that:
•
•
•
•
•

A
A
A
A
A

happy
happy
happy
happy
happy

child
child
child
child
child

will achieve more
will want to learn
will develop self-belief and confidence
will enjoy school
has the potential to become a happy adult.

Together we strive to create and nurture an inclusive childcentred environment where our teaching and learning
celebrates individuality and inspires children to reach their
potential as lifelong learners.

Portadown Integrated is full of
children who understand that their
ideas and opinions are valued.
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Child Protection
“The school has comprehensive arrangements in place for
safeguarding children. In discussions with the inspectors,
the children reported that they felt very secure in school and
know what to do if they have any concerns about their wellbeing.” ETI, 2014
We take the safeguarding of all children very seriously and
review our policy and training procedures on a regular basis.
The Child Protection Policy is available on the school’s
website www.pipsonline.org.uk. Below is information that
will help you to respond if you have a concern about your
own child or another child.

How can a parent raise a child
protection concern?
I have a concern about my child’s or another child’s safety
I can talk to the class teacher
Or
I can talk to Mrs Curran the Designated Teacher for Child
Protection or Mrs Houston the Deputy Designated Teacher
for Child Protection.
If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Principal –
Mr Magee.
If I am still concerned, I can talk to the Chairman of the
Board of Governors- Mr Hogg

Portadown Integrated makes sure
that every child and family is
welcomed.
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If the next person in the link is the teacher you have a
complaint about please go one step higher.
At any time you can talk to the social worker or the police.
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This year Portadown Integrated Nursery and Primary School celebrates 30 years of service
to all sections of the local community.
After receiving a very successful inspection report, the ‘Rights Respecting Level 2 School
Award’ and the ‘Excellence in Integrated Education Award’ during 2017, all at the school are
highly motivated to continue with the effort to ensure that the future continues to be bright.
Not least, we are very excited about the prospect of a new school building which will begin
to be constructed in the very near future.

Portadown Integrated produces pupils who
critique, protect, love, inspire, make, restore and
understand.
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Portadown Integrated Nursery and Primary School
Vision Statement
We believe that each person has the right to the best education
possible and that everyone learns best when they are happy and
confident. We are enthusiastic about learning and are encouraged to
be creative and imaginative thinkers.
Article 28 and 29
Caring for each other is our greatest responsibility, we welcome,
value and respect all people as we learn together. Our Integrated
School encourages everyone to enjoy learning, playing and being
together.
Article 31
We believe that each person has the right to be listened to and
to have their say. All people in our community have respect for
themselves, each other and the environment.
Article 12

Our Vision statement is inspired by the UNCRC.
Article 3
All adults should do what is best for you. When adults make
decisions, they should think about how their decisions will affect
children.
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Looking after our world, health and having positive attitudes help us
to live life to the full.

